
GMAS Language and Conventions Daily Practice 

 

 

1. What is the 

prepositional phrase in 

the sentence below? 

Mandy called Ashley to 

get directions for the 

party. 

A. called Ashley 

B. to get 

C. for the party 

D. the party    

2. Carlos and Scott 

brought their class a 

pizza for the end-of-the-

year party. 

Which word is the 

indirect object? 

A. Carlos 

B. class 

C. pizza 

D. party 

3. Which underlined word 

contains a spelling error? 

 

I did not mock the 

candidate’s reason for his 

absense because he 

seemed so honorable. 

a. mock    b. candidate’s 

c. absense  d. honorable 

4. Which words form 

the compound 

predicate? 

Charlie grabbed the ball 

and threw it to first 

base. 

A. grabbed, base 

B. Charlie, ball 

C. to, first 

D. grabbed, threw 

5.   Which is the object 

of the preposition in the 

sentence below? 

Alex gave Jill earrings 

for her birthday. 

A. Jill 

B. gave 

C. earrings 

D. birthday 

 

6.Which sentence below has an 

error in the verb form used?  

A. The founders had laid down 

the essential laws.  

B. Margaret had shaken the 

mixture thoroughly.  

C. His water pipe had sprang a 

leak in the basement.  

D. Initially, the bank had lent the 

association no money. 

7. Which sentence does 

NOT have an error in 

pronoun use?  

A. Caleb is six years 

older than I.  

B. Our aunt visited Kiana 

and I yesterday.  

C. Who did Amelia share 

her lunch with today? 

D. Sam and me scored 

the highest grades.  

8. Which word is the 

antecedent of the 

pronoun its? 

Despite its age, the 

violin has an incredible 

tone. 

A. despite 

B. age 

C. violin 

D. tone 

9. What is the structure 

of the sentence? 

When the youngest 

performer finished her 

dance, the audience gave 

her a standing ovation. 

A. complex 

B. compound 

C. compound complex 

D. simple 

10. Which sentence 

below is punctuated 

correctly? 

A. Please bring drinks; 

plates; and napkins. 

B. Because of the rain; 

practice was cancelled. 

C. I lost my homework; 

and I was punished. 

D. I got a haircut; I 

think it is too short. 

 11. Identify the type of 

pronoun. 

Those shorts are tacky.  

A. demonstrative 

B. interrogative 

C. reflexive 

D. indefinite         

12. Which sentence below is 

capitalized correctly?  

A. I went to visit my brother at 

Smith university last week.  

B. I have Math homework.  

C. We saw a comedy called 

"simply Irresistible."  

D. My favorite subject is English. 

13.     What is the 

complete verb phrase in 

the sentence? 

The Johnsons will be 

hosting a party Saturday 

night. 

A. will be 

B. will be hosting 

C. will be hosting a 

D. be hosting 

14.  Which word is the 

subject? 

During the night the 

boys' blankets fell to the 

floor. 

A. night 

B. boys' 

C. blankets 

D. floor 

15. Identify the 

underlined part of the 

sentence below. 

The music box that sits on 

my desk reminds me of 

my mom.  

A. prepositional phrase 

B. adjective clause 

C. independent clause 

D. adverb clause 

16. Which of these is 

the meaning of mature 

in the sentence?  

They are born in water 

but move to land once 

they mature. 

 

 A. grow useful 

B. develop fully  

C. grow curious  

D. become tired 
 

 17. Which sentence is 

compound-complex? 
A. The project went 

quickly with all four of 

us working. 

B. I stayed at the park for 

a while after the picnic. 

C. The snow fell, and the 

wind blew as the storm 

grew.  

D. You can walk home 

or take the bus. 

18.Which sentence does NOT 

use commas correctly?  

A. My older brother, Jonathan, 

attends college in Oregon.  

B. Briana speaks several 

languages including French, and 

Spanish.  

C. John, along with several of his 

friends, attended the symphony. 

D. According to this week’s 

newspaper, the movie does not 

start until seven. 

19. Which adjective 

BEST completes the 

sentence? 

Matt had the _______ 

essay of all the students. 

A. best        C. bestest 

B. better       D. goodest 

20. After which word 

should a comma be 

inserted? 

"Your science project is 

due next week" Mrs. 

Huff said.  

A. Mrs. Huff   C. due 

B. project        D. week 

21.  Which pronoun 

correctly completes the 

sentence? 

Dad, Emma, and 

_________ tried rock 

climbing. 

A. I            C. me 

B. her         D. the 

22.   Which word should 

be capitalized? 

When I met my math tutor 

at starbucks last fall, I saw 

my doctor there. 

A. math  

B. fall    

C. starbucks 

D. doctor 

23. What is the simple 

subject of the sentence? 

The class representative will 

meet with the principal. 

A. representative    

B. class  

C. meet 

D. principal 

 

 

24. Which choice is a sentence 

fragment?  

A. We heard the police yell, "Watch 

out!"  

B. Even though he didn't want to, 

David took a nap.  

C. The broken ketchup bottle lying 

on the kitchen floor.  

D. Jane bought a new wooden puzzle 

of the United States. 

 



GMAS Language and Conventions Daily Practice 

 

Answer Key with Notes 

 
1. C       For the party is a prepositional phrase   

2. B      Class is the indirect object, as it answers the question, “To whom did they bring the pizza?” pizza is the direct object. 

3. C    The correct spelling is “absence.” Choices (A), (B), and (D) are all spelled correctly. 
4. D     Two or more verbs attached to the same subject, create a compound predicate; Charlie grabbed and threw the ball. 

5.  D     The object of the preposition is a noun or pronoun that comes at the end of a prepositional phrase. Birthday is the object of the preposition for. 

6. C     Sprung is the correct verb form that should be used.  

7. A     This sentence has no errors in pronoun use. It requires the subjective pronoun I. (Tip: With these sentences, add “am” after the final I to help you remember.) 

8. C   An antecedent is a word that a pronoun replaces. In this sentence, its replaces the violin’s. 

9. A      A complex sentence contains an independent (main) clause and a dependent (subordinate) clause. When the youngest performer finished her dance is a dependent  

 clause, and the audience gave her a standing ovation is an independent clause. The independent clause may also come first in the sentence. In this case, it would  

 not need the comma. 

10. D      A semi-colon is used to separate two main clauses in a compound sentence. Main clauses in a compound sentence may  

                   also be separated with a comma and a coordinating conjunction (and, or, but). Ex. I lost my glasses, but I can still see. 

11. A      This, that, these, and those are all demonstrative pronouns. They specify which noun they replace.  Indefinite pronouns, like  

                any, most, many, anybody, everybody, and someone do not specify a noun which they replace. Interrogative pronouns are used  

                in questions: what, which, who, whom, whose, while reflexive pronouns contain “self” or “selves,” such as myself, himself, etc. 

12. D    English should be capitalized because it is a proper adjective formed from the proper noun, England. However, math, science, and social studies would not be    

              capitalized. 

13. B      The complete verb phrase contains the main verb (hosting) and any helping verbs (will be). 

14. C      The subject performs the action. The blankets fell. 

15. B      That sits on my desk is a clause that modifies (tells more about) the noun (music box), so it is an adjective clause. It answers  

                the question “Which one?” 

16. B     This sentence is explaining the growth cycle of hermit crabs, so “mature” references their full development. 
17. C     A compound-complex sentence contains at least two independent clauses (which can stand alone.) and a dependent clause (which can not stand alone). The snow  

             fell and the wind blew are both main clauses, while as the storm grew is a dependent clause. 

18. B   Only three or more items in a series require commas. This sentence has only two: French and Spanish.  

19. A    Best is the superlative form of the adjective good.  

20. D     The comma is placed inside the quotation marks, before the speaker tag. If the speaker tag comes first, the comma follows the speaker tag and is not     

                 inside the quote.  Examples:  “Your science project is due next week,” Mrs. Huff said.   OR  Mrs. Huff said, “Your science project is due next week.” 

21. A   The sentence requires a subject pronoun. I is the only subject pronoun listed; her and me are object pronouns, and the is not a pronoun 

22. C.   Starbucks should be capitalized, as it is the name of a restaurant, which is a proper noun.  

23. A   Representative is the simple subject. The simple subject is just the noun or pronoun without any modifiers. The complete subject would include  

                  modifiers (the class representative). 

24. C   This is a sentence fragment because it is missing the predicate. As is, it only contains the subject and its modifiers. 

  


