
 GMAS BIG 25 Reading Terms 
 

Genre 

Also called “literary form,” 

this means the category of 

literature: fables, folktales, 

essay, short story, myth, 

biography, etc.  

 

Main Idea 

The main point or message 

conveyed about the topic in a 

text selection…also called 

central idea.  Ex: What was 

the selection mostly about? 

What is the central idea… 

Supporting Details 

Information that explains or 

supports the main idea. May 

include examples, facts, 

description, statistics… 

Irrelevant or extraneous 

details don’t support main idea 

Organizing Structure 

The way the author organizes 

information; also called text 

structure: cause/effect, 

chronological, 

problem/solution, 

compare/contrast  

Cite Textual Evidence 

This means to quote, 

paraphrase, or summarize the 

author’s words to support your 

point, an inference, or an 

analysis. 

Inference 

A reasonable conclusion based 

on evidence from the text. 

Plot 

The sequence (order) of events 

in a story.  

Narrative Text 

A text that tells a story. 

Narratives can be fiction 

(made up) or non-fiction 

(true). 

Informational Text 

A text that explains or 

informs. 

Claim 

The main argument made by 

an author, which should be 

supported by reasons and 

evidence.  

Point of View/Narrator 

The perspective from which a 

story is told, or the narrator. 1st 

person means a character is 

telling the story, while a 3rd 

person narrator is objective 

outsider telling the story. 

Author’s Tone 

The author’s attitude toward 

the subject that is created by 

word choice and how the 

information is presented: 

angry, scornful, joyous, 

grateful, sad, respectful, etc. 

Mood or Atmosphere 

The feeling that is generated in 

a piece of literature by the 

author’s words and 

descriptions; It may be eerie, 

peaceful, exciting, sad, tense, 

etc.  

Theme 

The message or idea about life 

or human nature that the 

author conveys in a story. 

Love, power, friendship, 

loyalty, injustice, and family 

are common themes. 

Simile 

A figurative comparison in 

which two things are 

compared using the words 

“like” or “as.” Ex: Her blue 

eyes glittered like sapphires. 

Metaphor 

A figurative comparison that 

is implied or direct.  

Ex: “Stars are great drops of 

golden dew.” (Langston 

Hughes) 

Alliteration 

A sound device often used in 

poetry…the repetition of 

consonant sounds  

Ex: “While I pondered, weak 

and weary…” (Poe)  

Stanza 

A group of lines in a poem, 

usually separated by a space. 

A stanza is to a poem what a 

paragraph is to an essay or 

story. 

Hyperbole 

A figure of speech which uses 

extreme exaggeration. 

Ex. His smile was a mile wide. 

 

Personification 

     A figure of speech in which 

an object or non-human thing 

is given human-like qualities. 

Ex. The sea snatched away the 

sand with her foamy fingers. 

Setting 

The time and place of the 

action in a literary work.  

Ex: The year 2050 in an area 

known as The Republic, or 

Civil War era Virginia 

Conflict 

A character’s inner struggle or 

one with an outside force, 

such as another person, natural 

elements, or societal 

expectations.  

Ex. Harry Potter struggles 

against Voldemort’s attempts 

to kill him.  

Resolution 

 

The solution to a character’s 

problem in a story, or how the 

conflict is resolved.  

Imagery 

A writer’s use of words and 

phrases that appeal to the 

reader’s senses.  Ex. “The 

snow fell hissing in the brine 

and the billows frothed like 

yeast.” 
(Note: the second part is also a 

simile) 

Characterization 

The development of characters 

in a literary work through 

actions, speech, inner 

thoughts, and direct 

description. Ex. In the Hunger 

Games, Katniss was clever, 

strong, and resilient. 

 


